
 

New Government Contract Expands Support  

for Disengaged Students 

An Ingleside-based charity, which provides  programs to help secondary school students re-

engage with learning to support stronger life long learning outcomes, has won seven new 

contracts from the NSW Department of Education as part of the new and improved Links to 

Learning Programme to expand its operations. 

The Business Education Network (BEN) has won wide acclaim from local High Schools 

which have benefited from the programs is now planning a major development of its services 

to meet the needs of a growing number of students who  are facing difficulties connecting 

with learning and successfully transitioning from school. 

As the preferred provider for the next 3 years, the BEN has aimed its programmes at Year 9, 

10 and 11 students at participating NSW Government High Schools around the Northern 

Beaches and North Shore. 

Samantha King, the Executive Officer of the BEN, says the seven new contracts are an 

inspiration for the organisation which has been operating for over 24 years. With Samantha  

with the organisation for over 14 years. 

“It is great to be part of something so meaningful for young people. Being local born 

and bred, I can relate to the challenges our young people face and that the need for 

diversity in learning is critical to keep our future workforce engaged and aware of life 
long learning” 

Students are referred by the High Schools to the BEN where they are engaged in activities 

aimed at foundation skill development leading to a stronger engagement upon return to 

school and a more successful transition when they decide to leave. 

We have been delivering programmes as part of Links to Learning programme since 2009 

and the results have been dramatic, with students who have lost interest in schoolwork 

developing the self esteem and drive aligned to their skills and not their weaknesses and  



finding a passion for a particular career  path. They then devote themselves to actions and 

activities in partnership with their school that will qualify them, for that path. 

The Business Education Network has assisted thousands of students since its inception with 

career and transition activities, school based workshops,placing students in business for 

work placement , its Links to Learning programmes and through its annual Careers Expo in 

May at the Miramare Gardens. 

She says the expansion of the Links to Learning program will see the programme increase 

from 60 students annually to over 200 young people being supported in 2017 at the site at 

Ingleside this year, engaging in activities such as retail and business skills, art, landscaping, 

café skills and much much more. 

But this is only the tip of the iceberg as far as the BEN is concerned.    

They believe there are hundreds of students in similar situations – but there is not the 

Government funding to meet the demand. 

So the BEN Board is considering a scheme to engage the local community –‘ businesses, 

community groups and individuals, to help fund more places for students. 

They are also looking for assistance in driving a  small bus to pick up students to get to  from 

the BEN at Ingleside from their schools. 

People able to assist should contact the team at info@nbben.com.au 
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